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Clean Claims , 



(Once amended) A remote unitary module for controlling access to a plurality of video 
channels that are distributed over a communications conduit, 

wherein the communications conduimias a head-end and at least one remote-end, 

said remote unitary module^ing positioned along a remote-end of the 

communications conduit,yand 

said remote unitary module being provided with a changeable list of 
permitted video channel numbers, 
said remote unitary module, compriang: 

(a) a first tuner in electronic communication with said communications conduit, said 
& J 

first tuner receiving a particular video channel as input and providing a baseband 
video signal as output, saifl particular video channel being associated with a 
particular video channel number; 

(b) means for changing saicu first tuner to receive a different video channel, said 
different video channel /having a different video channel number; 

(c) a CPU in electronic ccpimunications with said first tuner, said CPU sensing said 
different video channel number and determining whether said different video 
channel number is in said changeable list of permitted video channel numbers; 

(d) computer RAM in Electronic communication with said CPU, said RAM 
containing / 

at least one digital image stored therein; and, 
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(e) a video switch having at least a first^ideo input, a second video input, and a video 
output, 
wherein 

(el) said first video input receives said baseband video signal from said first 
tuner, 

(e2) said second video inprit receives a baseband video representation of said 

digital image stored m said computer RAM, and, 
(e3) said video output isswitchable under control of said CPU between said 
baseband video signal from said first tuner and said baseband video 
representation 0/ said digital image. 



22. {Once amended) A method of controlling access to a plurality of video channels that are 
distributed over a communicationsyconduit, each of said video channels being associated 
with a video channel number, wherein is provided the remote unitary module of Claim 
17, and, 

wherein the communications conduit has a head-end and at least one remote-end, 
wherein there is provided a plurality of said remote unitary modules positioned 
along a remote^fcnd of said communications conduit, and, 

wherein each of said plurality of remote unitary modules has a changeable 
listyof permitted video channel numbers associated therewith, 
comprising the s/eps of: 
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(a) assigning an individual security key codejto each of said plurality of remote 
unitary modules; 

(b) identifying at least one of said plurality Af remote unitary module that is to receive 
a changed list of permitted video channel numbers and identifying an individual 
security key code assigned to each of said identified remote unitary modules; 

(c) obtaining a video image from a digital or an analog source, said video image 
having a plurality of scan lines contained therein; 

(d) obtaining a predetermined scan lin* of said video image; 

(e) for each identified remote unitary /module, impressing a value representative of its 
assigned identified individual security key code into said predetermined scan line, 
thereby creating a modified vidio image; 

(f) impressing values representative of said changed list of permitted video channel 
numbers into a second predetermined scan line, thereby creating a further 
modified video image; 

(g) broadcasting said further modified video image over said communications 
conduit; 

(h) receiving said broadcast \jSdeo image within at least one of said at least one 
remote unitary modules;/ 

(i) within at least one of sdd at least one remote unitary modules wherein said 
broadcast video imagais received, 

(il) determining a/local security key code for said remote unitary module 
wherein said/broadcast video image is received, 
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(12) identifying said predetermined scan line, 

(13) extracting from said predetermined scan line any values representative of 
said assigned individual sepurity keys impressed therein, 

(14) determining from any values extracted from said predetermined scan line 
at least one transmitted individual security key, 

(15) comparing each of said at least one transmitted security keys with said 
local individual security key, 

(16) if said local individual security key is equal to any one of said at least one 
transmitted keys, stomng within said selected remote unitary module a 
numerical representation of said changed list of permitted video channel 



\ \ numbers, and. 



6^ 



(i7) performing steps (/I) through (i6) for at least one selected remote unitary 
module; 

(j) monitoring said first tui/er to detect whether the user has selected a different video 
channel number; 

(k) determining whether sfaid selected different video channel number is among said 

changed list of permitted video channel numbers; 
(1) if said different video channel number is not among said changed list of permitted 

video channel numtfers, displaying to the user an alternative video image for said 

different video channel; and, 
(m) if said different channel number is among said changed list of permitted video 

channel numbers, displaying to the user said different video channel. 



Attorneys Docket No.: VALENZ-98-27 
Patent Amendment 
Page 7 of 26 



28. (New) A method of controlling access to a plurality of video channels that are distributed 
over a communications conduit according to/Claim 22, wherein said predetermined scan 
line is a first scan line of said video image. 

29. (New) A method of controlling access to/a plurality of video channels that are distributed 
over a communications conduit according to Claim 22, wherein said predetermined scan 
line is a non- visible scan line of said video image. 



30. (New) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a plurality of video 

channels that are distributed over a communications conduit, wherein said remote unitary 
module is provided with a changeable list of permitted video channel numbers, each of 
said permitted channel numbers beifig associated with one of said plurality of video 
channels, 

said remote unitary module comprising: 

(a) a first video tuner in electronic communication with said communications conduit, 
said first tuner being configurable to accept at least two of said plurality of video 
channels as input, wherein, 

(al) said first video turner is switchable to receive a selected one of said at least 
two video channels, said selected video channel having a corresponding 
selected video cmannel number, 

(a2) said first video juner transmits a first tuner video signal as output, said first 
tuner video signal being representative of said selected video channel; 
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(b) a CPU in electronic communication with said first video tuner, said CPU 
responding according to said selected video channel to determine whether said 
selected video channel number is in said changeable list of permitted video 
channel numbers; / 

(c) computer RAM in electronic communication with said CPU, said RAM 
containing at least one digital image storeja therein; 

(d) a video controller in electronic communication with said CPU and said RAM, said 
video controller having a video controller output for transmitting a controller 
video signal representative of at least 6ne of said at least one digital images stored 
in said RAM; / 

(e) a video switch having at least a firsyvideo switch input, a second switch video 
input, and a video switch output, / 

wherein / 

(el) said first video switch inmrt receives said first tuner video signal from said 

first video tuner, / 
(e2) said second video switcii input receives said controller video signal from 

said video controller omtput, 
(e3) said video switch output is switchable under control of said CPU between 

said first tuner video/signal and said controller video signal, depending on 

whether said selectep video channel is a permitted video channel. 
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31. (New) A remote unitary module for controlling acde^'s by a user to a plurality of video 

channels according to Claim 30, wherein said first/video tuner is switchable by the user to 
receive a selected one of said at least two video channels. 



32. (New) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a plurality of video 
channels according to Claim 30, wherein said/computer RAM contains a plurality of 
digital images stored therein, and wherein said video controller successively displays 
selected ones of said plurality of digital images under control of said CPU. 

33. (New) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a plurality of video 
channels according to Claim 30, wherein said first tuner video signal is a baseband signal 
and said controller video signal is a baseband signal. 

34. (New) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a plurality of video 
channels according to Claim 30, wherein said controller video signal is generated at a 
same frequency as said output from/said first video tuner. 



35. (New) A remote unitary module yor controlling access by a user to a plurality of video 
channels according to Claim 30,fturther comprising: 

(f) a video display device ppsitionable to be in electronic communication with said 
video switch output, said video display device for displaying in visually 
perceptible form a vidqo signal from said output of said video switch. 
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(New) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a plurality of video 
channels according to Claim 30, further comprising: 

(f) a video modulator in electronic communication with said video switch output, 
said video modulator modulating a video signal from said output of said video 
switch to a predetermined video chjannel. 

(New) A method of controlling access tp a plurality of video channels that are broadcast 
over a communications conduit, each of said video channels being associated with a 
video channel number, and wherein il provided at least one remote unitary module as in 
Claim 30 which is in electronic conynunication with said communications conduit and 
with said plurality of video channels, each of said at least one remote unitary modules 
having a security code associated therewith, comprising the steps of: 

(a) identifying at least one of pid at least one remote unitary module that is to receive 
a changed list of permitted video channel numbers 

(b) id_entifying a particular security key code assigned to each of said identified 
remote unitary modules} 

(c) obtaining a video image from a digital or an analog source, said video image 
having a plurality of sdan lines contained therein; 

(d) selecting a first scan l/ne of said video image; 

(e) storing a value representative of each of said identified particular security key 
codes into said first pcan line, thereby creating a modified video image; 



a 5 , 
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(f) selecting a second scan line of said video /mage; 

(f) storing values representative of said chanted list of permitted video channel 
numbers into said second predetermine^ scan line, thereby creating a further 
modified video image; 

(h) broadcasting said further modified vicfeo image over said communications 
conduit; 

(i) receiving said broadcast video image within a particular remote unitary module, 
said particular remote unitary mobile having a particular security key associated 
therewith; 

(j) within said particular remote unftary module, 

(j 1) extracting from said first scan line at least one of said values representative 

of said assigned individual security keys stored therein, 
(j2) determining from any of said extracted values representative of said 

assigned individual ^security keys at least one of said identified security 

keys, 

(j3) comparing any ojf said determined identified security keys with said 
particular securrty key of said particular remote unitary module, 

(j4) if said particular security key matches any of said determined identified 
security keys, storing within said particular remote unitary module a 
numerical /epresentation of said changed list of permitted video channel 
numbers/ 
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(j5) monitoring said first tuner wthin said particular remote unitary module to 

detect when the user has /elected a video channel number, 
(j6) determining whether said selected video channel number is among said 

changed list of permitted video channel numbers, 
(j7) if said selected vide6 channel number is among said changed list of 

permitted video cMannel numbers, displaying to the user said selected 

video channel, apd, 

(j8) if said selected/video channel number is not among said changed list of 
permitted vidj&o channel numbers, displaying to the user an alternative 
video image 



38. (New) A method accorcpng to Claim 37, wherein said first scan line and said second scan 
line are a same scan Hi 



39. 



(New) A method according to Claim 37, wherein said first scan line and said second scan 
line are both non-yisible scan lines. 



